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The ajtached sheets of drawings include amendments to Figs. 2, 8, 9 and 10. In one vheet 
for Fig. 2, a clearer drawing of its elements are provided. In each sheet for each of Figs. 8 S S and 
10, each shec t is labelled "prior art". 
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In the 



10- 



REMARKS 



Office Action of September 15, 2004, Examiner objected to Figure 2 for clarity 



issues and Figures 8-10 for labelling issues. Examiner objected to claims 8, 9 and 13 for 



informalities 



claim 



Also Examiner rejected the following claims: 

13 under 35 U.S.C. ] 12; claims 1, 3, 7, 9-1 1 and 14-19 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e; in 



view hf U.S. patent 6,745,203 of Garg ("Garg"); 

clann 8 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garg in view of subject matter 
on wl ich the Examiner took official notice; 

claim 3 2, 4, 5, 12, 20, 21 and 22 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garg 
in vie w of U.S. patent 5,91 1,138 to Li ("Li"); 

claim 9 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garg in view of U.S. patent 
5 7 69C ,964 to Cox ("Cox"); and 



clairr 



13 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Garg in view of U.S. patent 



6,36^ ,377 to Kravets ("Kravets^- 



Appl 
Appl 



J23081-3SP590 
TOO-RED U&25U28 v. J 



cant traverses each of the rejections as follows. 

cant provides a replacement Figure 2 providing a cleaner image of the screen shot 



shown therefa. Applicant provides replacement Figures 8, 9 and 10 with a <c prior art" label on 
each sheet. 

Appl cant herein adds cancels claims 1-22 herein and adds new claims 23-37. Exemplary 
support for all the 20-35 claims in Fig. 2 with corresponding description in the specification at 
page 5, line >8 to page 7, line 2 and in Figs. 3-7 with corresponding description in the 
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specification it page 7, line 4 to page 10, line 6. No new subject matter is provided with the 
present amendments. 

As th< xe are several differences between the claims as originally filed and the claims 
provided hen (in, for the sake of clarity, Applicant addresses each piece of prior art cited by the 
Examiner against the whole set of claims provided herein. 

Appli ;axit submits that claims 23-37 define patentable subject matter in view of the prior 
art cited by tie Examiner. In particular, Applicant's invention as claimed relates to a system and 
method whei^ a GUI is provided allowing a user to build a query command, without having to 
enter a databUe command by activating one of several query buttons provided in the GUI. The 
query commands include: start, add, remove, select and undo. The user simply identifies an 
attribute field and a value for the field for command operands and then initiates the appropriate 
command bu :ton. For the add, select and remove commands, the commands build upon the 
current answ sr set to generate a new current answer sel. Once the command is executed, the 
results are di >played and a summary of the command is added to the end of a command summary 
list. The list provides an easy-to-understand history of the commands. By viewing the history, 
the user can hen make modifications to the query results. For example, an amendment can be 
made to cuirlint search results by entering a new set of search parameters, then activating the 
"add* 7 button to search for elements matching the new search parameters. 

Meaj while, the user interface shown in Garg is limited to providing a one-time query or a 
persistent qusry. The only search command button provided in Garg is a "find 71 button. Se:;Fig. 
9 and Abstra :t. The interface in Garg does not have the flexibility of providing further 
modifying st arch results such as "add", "remove", "select" and "undo" in a single interface, as 
defined in A )plicant's claims, as amended. As Garg does not have "add", "remove", "select" 
and "undo" i unctions, it does not teach Applicant's system of building answer sets based on 



previous ans ver sets 



12308 J-339590 
TDO-RED M25$328 v. J 



PAGE 16/22 1 RCVD AT 1/14/2005 5:59:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:+4168680673 * DURATION (mm-ss):09-48 



Jan-14-05 06:03pm Frorn-MC TET SERVICES 

Serial No. 09/J 77,200 

Reply to Officf Action of Sept. 1 5, 2004 



+4168680673 



T-290 P. 01 7/022 F-1£ 



12 



Further still, the user interface provided in Li requires a sophisticated understanding of 
database que* y commands. Command line database queries (such as SQL queries) are entered 
into a query x dndow by a user. A query history is provided as a complicated tree display of 
queries and results. No simplified user interface is provided for initiating a search command 
See Fig. 3D, ind history window 103. In order to amend a query to add or remove results, The 
user is requir :d to manually enter a complete database query command for the subsequent 
search. Meai iwhile, Applicant's system and method as claimed allows a novice user to generate 
query commands without having specific knowledge of underlying database query syntax, by 
simply active ting an appropriate command button and completing appropriate operand fields. As 
an example, . applicant's system provides a clear and simple GUI for results and search histories 
in two distim t windows, one window displaying the current results of a query and another 
separate winjlow providing a simple list of summaries of commands. Further additional 
modification > can be made to current search results by entering new search parameters, then 
activating a inquired search command. Such elements are captured in Applicant's claims as 
provided her in. 

Bioa< Jy, Li does not teach or suggest a system providing a GUI allowing simple enny 
and selection of different search commands and Garg does not teach or suggest a system 
providing an extensive set of search commands. Further neither Li nor Garg teach or suggest all 
elements of 1 hie claims as provided herein. As such, Applicant submits that the claims as 
provided as Aovel and unobvious in view of Garg and Li. 

Exan iner cited Cox as teaching a database search system where a search parameter 
includes images and video. Cox is directed towards a mulitmedia database system and doe*:* not 
teach the oth ar aspects of Applicant's claims as provided herein. As such, Applicant submi ts 
that Applica it's claims as provided herein are novel in view of Garg, Li and Cox, 
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Examjner cited Kravets as teaching a database search system allowing wildcards in iis 
search string. Kravets is directed towards a system for organizing database search results an.i 
does not teach the other aspects of Applicant's claims as provided herein. As such, Applicant 
submits that applicant's claims as provided herein are novel in view of Garg, Li, Cox and 
Kravets. 

In vie n of the above remarks, Applicant submits that the claims are in condition for 
allowance. A pplicant earnestly solicits that this application be permitted to proceed to 
allowance. 1 he Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone to discuss this case 
lurther, if necessary. 



January 14. 2P04 



Date 



123081-339590 
TDO-RED #825 



Respectfully si 




fed 



Robert H. Nakano 
(Registration No. 46,498) 

McCarthy Tdtrault LLP 
Box 48, Toronto Dominion Bank Tower 
Suite 4700, 66 Wellington Street West 
Toronto, Ontario M5K 1E6 Canada 



Telephone: 
Facsimile: 



(416) 601-7852 
(416) 868-0673 
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